





Citizenship Counts is a non-partisan 501(c)(3)
organization dedicated to inspiring today’s youth
by engaging them in a civics education curriculum
that teaches them to appreciate the walue and
responsibilities of citizenship. Our core curriculum,
The Path to Citizenship, promotes pride in American
citizenship and encourages students to be involved in
their communities. We empower young people to be
responsible, participatory and socially-just citizens
who appreciate the benefits of living in a diverse,

inclusive, democratic country.

Our multi-disciplinary curriculum provides a
unique opportunity for students to plan and host a
community-based naturalization ceremony in their
schools. This curriculum also helps students learn
about the process of legal immigration and the rights
and responsibilities of being a citizen in the United
States of America.

Through our program, all citizens will have

greater access to naturalization ceremonies in their

communities. Attending these ceremonies will
provide more Americans with a deeper understanding
and acceptance of the role that legal immigration
has played in creating our diverse and dynamic
country. After the naturalization ceremony, the new
citizens will be able to engage actively with students
and members of their communities at a reception
planned by the students.

than a quarter of grade-
school students are proficient
in civics and American history,
the subjects designed to prepare
them to be responsible citizens.

was the only subject in

which more than half of high-school
seniors (57%) could not demonstrate
even basic knowledge in 2001.

of 5 seniors from the top 55

American colleges and universities
received a grade of D or F on
a test of civics knowledge.

of eighth-graders knew of

Abraham Lincoln’s assassination,

but only a quarter knew why
he had fought the Civil War.

Source: Wall Street Journal (Sept. 5, 2008)
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€€ SCHOOLS TODAY OFFER LITTLE OR NO CIVIC LEARNING

AND RESEARCH SHOWS THAT STUDENTS ARE WOEFULLY
DISCONNECTED FROM CURRENT EVENTS AND ISSUES.

HOWEVER, WITH CITIZENSHIP COUNTS AND OTHER UP AND

COMING CIVIC INITIATIVES ON THE HORIZON, | BELIEVE
THERE IS HOPE THAT WE CAN REVERSE THIS TREND. 99

Justice Sandra Day O’Connor

Justice O’Connor is a National Advisory
Board Member for Citizenship Counts




The inaugural Citizenship Counts naturalization
ceremony was held on March 23, 2009. Former Supreme
Court Justice Sandra Day O’Connor officiated.

IMPACT: NEW AMERICANS, COMMUNITY,
STUDENTS, PARENTS AND FAMILIES

New Americans impact: By holding naturalization
ceremonies in the community and engaging students in
the process, new Americans will be welcomed into their
communities and are more likely to want to give back
and become involved.

Community/Nation/World impact: Citizenship Counts
will help to break down the walls of intolerance by
helping students understand and appreciate our
legacy of diverse people, each with unique gifts making
valuable contributions to our country’s prosperity. We
are committed to growing a generation of leaders who
understand that America is of the people, by the people
and for the people.

Student impact: Through Citizenship Counts, students
will become engaged, empowered, participatory and
socially-just citizens who understand our system of
government and how they can make an impact.

Parental and family impact: Parents are inspired
by their children’s enthusiasm for civics and politics.
Through their children’s participation in Citizenship
Counts, parents and other family members will engage
in discussions about rights and responsibilities of
citizens, family history of immigration and how to make
a difference in their communities.
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{4 TO PERPETUATE THE MIRACLE THAT IS AMERICA WE

MUST TEACH OUR CHILDREN ABOUT ITS RICH HISTORY

AS A NATION OF IMMIGRANTS WHO CHOSE THIS
COUNTRY AND HAVE GIVEN MEANING TO ITS IDEALS. 99

Founder: Gerda Weissmann Klein

GERDA WEISSMANN  KLEIN: Naturalized
citizen, Holocaust survivor, Academy Award winner,
author and humanitarian.

Gerda Klein has dedicated her entire life to promoting
tolerance and education as a means by which a
plurdlistic nation can understand and respect its diverse
citizenry. Since arriving in the United States in 1946
and becoming a naturalized citizen in 1948, she has
always cherished the blessings and opportunities that
she has been given as an American. She founded
Citizenship Counts to teach today’s youth and the
greater community-at-large that American citizenship
is a gift that should not be taken for granted. Her vision
is to create more engaged and tolerant citizens who are
willing to perform community service to benefit our
great nation.

DONATE: Citizenship Counts is able to advance our
efforts thanks to the support of generous individual and
corporate donations. We welcome all levels of donation,
whether it’s a one-time gift, a monthly donation or the
establishment of a matching gifts program.

VOLUNTEER: We have wolunteer opportunities
that span all interests and time commitments. We are
seeking committee members, translators, professional
services and more. Citizenship Counts offers volunteer
positions for every time and talent.

For more information on donations or if you would like
to volunteer, contact us at info@citizenshipcounts.org
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PERPETUATING THE MIRACLE
THAT IS AMERICA.

CITIZENSHIP COUNTS IS ABLE TO
ADVANCE OUR EFFORTS THANKS TO THE
SUPPORT OF GENEROUS INDIVIDUAL
AND CORPORATE DONATIONS.
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Alysa Ullman
Executive Director
1661 E. Camelback Road #375
Phoenix, AZ 85016
602-212-6609
aullman@citizenshipcounts.org
www. citizenshipcounts.org




